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UQLA INAUGURAL BREAKFAST 

EDINBURGH ROOM, BRISBANE CLUB, 26 JULY 2018 

OPENING REMARKS BY JOHN MCKENNA QC 

 

May I extend a warm welcome to our first UQLA breakfast. 

Before introducing our guest speaker, the Honourable Justice Patrick Keane, I thought I would 

say a few words about the UQLA - about what we are hoping to achieve and our plans for the 

future. 

The essential idea behind the Association is very simple.   

In both our personal and professional lives, friendships are critical – and for most of us, key 

friendships were made in the 4 or 5 years we spent at law school.   

What is remarkable, though, is how quickly these friendships can expand over time to include 

those who taught us; to include others in our year group we may not have known so well; to 

include those in the years ahead of us and to those who followed. 

Whether you graduated in 1968, as did my friend Jeff Mann who is here this morning, or 50 years 

later in 2018, as did others in this room, there is so much which we all have in common.   

These interlocking friendships, arising from our time at law school, not only enrich our own lives, 

but they have the potential to enrich the character of the Law School itself. 

A striking characteristic of the great law schools of the world is that they are not inward-looking. 

They have built up, over time, a tremendously close relationship with their alumni within the 

judiciary, within the practising legal profession, within the various arms of government and within 

the wider alumni community. 

These relationships extend beyond a periodic request for donations.  The relationships are of 

genuine warmth and of mutual support.  They are relationships which give the alumni community 

(including the Judges) the benefit of access to the level of scholarship that can only be fostered 

within a law school. And they give the law school, and its students, access to the broadest range 

of expertise from its alumni community. 

It was this kind of relationship with its alumni which our Law School began to seek under the 

stewardship of its former Dean, Professor Sarah Derrington – and I have no doubt that this is the 

path on which it will continue under its new Dean, Professor Patrick Parkinson.  
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What our Association is hoping to achieve is to foster this growing relationship within the alumni 

community - and between the alumni and our Law School – and to do so in a way which we hope 

will appeal to everyone in our very diverse group. 

You can read about the various programmes we operate on our website – www.uqla.org.au.  

For those who want to maintain a personal involvement in the life of the Law School, we have 

been working to foster this through: 

 programmes of lectures and seminars which bring together practitioners and 

academic lawyers with similar interests; 

 

 alumni involvement in the teaching of both the undergraduate or postgraduate 

courses; and  

 

 work experience and mentoring programmes, which allow alumni to introduce 

students into the profession. 

For those who want to help disadvantaged students, there is scope for that through two modest 

programmes which the UQLA operates: 

 a textbook programme – which seeks to ensure that set texts for all subjects are 

available for student use in the UQ Law Library; and 

 

 a micro-scholarship programme – which helps many students who need only a small 

amount of additional financial support to make their lives manageable. 

And for those who just want to maintain and expand their friendships with other alumni, we are 

aiming to arrange unique events, like this morning’s breakfast, in special venues, which will give 

you an opportunity to meet some of the amazing members of our alumni community in a relaxed 

and enjoyable setting. 

There are four main events we have planned for the rest of the year. 

Perhaps the most exciting event is the product of a collaboration with the Queensland Theatre 

Company, who are helping us host an evening at the theatre in the QTC’s soon-to-be-opened 

Bille Brown Theatre in South Brisbane.  The new theatre is only being opened in October – and 

we have been assigned a large block of seats for a performance of a new play called “Hedda” on 

the evening of Friday 30 November, with a private drinks reception afterwards.   

The second event is a private dinner at Greenglass restaurant in George Street to farewell the 

five UQ alumni who are leaving for postgraduate study overseas next year.   All friends and 

supporters are welcome.  It is being held on 7 August. 

The other two events are being arranged by the Law School. 

http://www.uqla.org.au/


3 
 

 

Invitations will be going out on Monday for a multi-year class reunion for the graduating classes 

of 1968, 1978, 1988, 1998, 2008 and 1973, 1983, 1993, 2003 and 2013. The gathering will be a 

drinks function in the Law Library on the afternoon of Saturday 15 September, followed by a 

casual dinner on campus at Saint Lucy’s.  

The final event is being hosted by the College of Law on the amazing Rooftop Terrace at Wesley 

House in Adelaide Street.  It is a drinks function to welcome the new Dean of the Law School, 

Professor Patrick Parkinson and is being held on the evening of 10 October. 

All the details of these events will be published on our website and Facebook page. 

But now I would like to introduce our guest speaker, the Honourable Justice Patrick Keane. 

Put simply, Justice Keane is the finest graduate our Law School has produced. 

His Honour was: 

 a university medallist in law; 

 the winner of the Vinerian Scholarship for the best performance in his BCL year at 

Oxford; 

 the Solicitor-General for the State of Queensland; 

 a Judge of Appeal in the Queensland Court of Appeal; and 

 the Chief Justice of the Federal Court of Australia. 

His Honour is now a Justice of the High Court of Australia and we are honoured to have him as 

our Patron. 

Please welcome Justice Keane. 

 

 


