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Editorial

It is our great pleasure to present the 2023
edition of Nota Bene — the magazine of the
University of Queensland Law  Alumni
Association.

As with previous issues, the aim of Nota Bene
is to celebrate and document the
accomplishments of UQ's law alumni
community, as well as showcase the activities
of the UQLA and the Law School during the
course of the year.

This year's edition includes a number of
different feature articles.

It commences with an article by UQ law
alumnus Eugene H White, reflecting upon his
50 years as a UQ law graduate and on the
involvement of UQ law alumni in the
community and pro bono legal sector. We also
have the privilege of featuring an interview with
another alumna, Her Honour Judge Pauline
David of the New South Wales District Court,
on her Honour's time at UQ and her career in
the law as a specialist in transnational crime,
anti-money  laundering,  counter-terrorism
financing and human trafficking. We are
grateful to Catherine Morgan for interviewing
Judge David for Nota Bene.

Near the end of the last year, the UQLA was
pleased to learn that our President, John
McKenna KC, and the Hon Anthe Philippides
SC had been awarded honorary doctorates by
UQ. John’s address at the conferral of his LLD
is included in this year’s issue of Nota Bene. On
the topic of speeches, our guest speaker at
this year’'s Annual UQLA Breakfast was lawyer
and novelist Joanna Jenkins. Joanna's
entertaining and thoughtful reflections on her
time as a law student at UQ are also
reproduced in this issue.
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About the UQLA

The UQLA is a registered charity, which is operated by the alumni
of UQ's TC Beirne School of Law. The UQLA seeks to support the
highest standards of legal education at UQ through a series of
programmes in which all alumni can participate. These
programmes have been developed, in close consultation with the
Law School, to seek to provide students with the best possible
preparation for legal practice and to build closer links between
the academic staff of the Law School, the judiciary and the legal
profession.

To find out more about the UQLA, visit our website,
http://www.uqla.org.au



The UQLA has also been pleased to continue growing its scholarship programme over the course of 2023.
As a result of the generosity of UQ law alumni scholarship, eight new scholarships have been able to be
established and offered in 2023, named in honour of the following distinguished alumni of the Law School
whose biographies appear in this edition: the Hon lan Callinan AC KC, the Honourable Sir Walter Campbell
AC QC, Professor Megan Davis, the Honourable David JS Jackson, the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC CVO
KC, the Honourable Bill Pincus, the Honourable Walter Sofronoff KC and in honour of the Macrossan-Fraser
family (the Hon Justices Hugh Macrossan, Neal Macrossan, John Macrossan and Hugh Fraser). A further
two scholarships — named in honour of the Honourable Susan Kiefel AC KC and the Honourable Kevin Ryan
CBE RFD - have also been able to be established through the generosity of alumni. Profiles of these alumni
will feature in next year's Nota Bene. The UQLA is delighted that this further support for current students
that are in financial need has been able to be established.

Once again, we would like to thank Professor Rick Bigwood, Mr Dony Rodridguez and other staff of the Law
School for their assistance with this year’s edition. We also thank the UQLA’s President, John McKenna KC,
for his continued support of, and contributions to, Nota Bene. We also thank the other directors of the UQLA
and members of our alumni community who have contributed articles to this year’s edition. Nota Bene
would not exist without you.

The next issue of Nota Bene will be published in late 2024 - if you have a suggestion for a story or news
that we should include, please email notabene@ugla.com.au

Samuel Walpole Laura Nicholls

Director | University of Queensland Law Director | University of Queensland Law

Alumni Association
Editor | Nota Bene

Alumni Association
Editor | Nota Bene

James Rigby

Director | University of Queensland Law
Alumni Association
Editor | Nota Bene

Emily Rudz

Director | University of Queensland Law
Alumni Association
Editor | Nota Bene




Alumni, Pro Bono and the U()
Community Legal Centre,
reflections over fifty years

(almost) of a UQ) Law graduate

Eugene H White
2 October 2023

This article had its genesis in my vague reflections over the decades since gradation and admission as a
lawyer, and was triggered by discussions at the 2022 Annual General Meeting of the University of
Queensland Law Alumni Association. The final product is far from what | had initially envisaged.

The University

UQ is a member of the “Group of 8” leading Australian universities, though its law school was belated: the
first law graduate was Una Prentice (then Bick) in 1938. This state historically deserved its reputation for
anti-intellectualism. By the time | attended St Johns College (one of UQ’s associated residential colleges), it
was long a bastion of conservatism — as was then the broader legal profession. But generalisations are
inherently flawed. Law students who had also attended St Johns included my 1974 contemporary, long
time recent Queensland ALP Premier Peter Beattie; and the 1940s Queensland MLA Fred Paterson, a
Rhodes Scholar and the only Communist ever elected to an Australian Parliament.

UQ was long the centre of liberalism in this state, most notably during the 1960s-1980s “Bjelke-Petersen
Era”. For most of that time UQ was the only university conferring law degrees in Queensland. The
authoritarian Country, later National, Party Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen was responsible for the
radicalisation of generations of Queensland lawyers. The Queensland Council for Civil Liberties was
formed in 1966 and for much of its early years was occupied with addressing governmental excesses —
and always, many of its members have been UQ law graduates.

Justice

It has been long recognised that “No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent,
a part of the main” (John Donne 1624). However, the Covid pandemic (plus global climate change) has
highlighted the codependence of humanity: “The whole world is bound together as never before” (Theodore
Roosevelt 1910) and the recognition in nations that “What unites us is greater than what divides us” (John
F Kennedy 1961; UK MP Jo Cox 2015).

Top: Supplied by Eugene While
Page 6: Noel Nunan and Eugene White at the
Caxton Street office in 1994.
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Notwithstanding these realities, there have been increasing worldwide assaults on liberal democracy, the
rule of law, freedom of the press and human rights. This has been intertwined with political, economic and
social challenges; health and environmental crises; the loss of trust in, and respect for, institutions;
injustice, inequality, starvation, fear, greed, hatreds and wars; plus cheapness of life and personal despair.
They require leadership in the Merkel/Ardern mould but instead there have been obnoxious male public
figures unfit for high office, parading nationalistic, racist, xenophobic and confected social divisions — all
marked by vitriol in public discourse; surging disinformation; disrespect for decisionmakers; with expertise
dismissed as elitism and mere baseless opinion wrongly equated with demonstrable facts. This is not a
new trend: “Falsehood flies, and the Truth comes limping after it” (Jonathan Swift). But technology has
increased public cynicism and exacerbated negative impacts in undermining faith in democracy and
diminishing respect for the judicial process.

The US 6 January 2021 Insurrection reminded one that “The price of freedom is eternal vigilance” (Thomas
Jefferson). “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it" (George Santayana). Of the
Holocaust, all said “Never Again. Nie Wieder. Plus Jemais.” But “It happened, therefore it can happen again”
(Primo Levi) and so it has and continues across the planet, from Cambodia, Rwanda and Bosnia to recent
mass killings at religious establishments: in 2018 at the Pittsburgh Synagogue and the 2019 attacks on
Christchurch Mosques and Sri Lankan churches.

There is worldwide oppression of diverse targets as clerics, human rights activists; scurrilous vilification of
government ministers, judicial and media figures; while lawyers and journalists, especially female, are often
persecuted, jailed and murdered. The accompanying censorship recalls ominously the admonition: “Where
they burn books, they will ultimately also burn people” (Heinrich Heine 1821).

A role for lawyers

Ultimately, one cannot be a bystander: “Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere” (Martin
Luther King Jr) and though the more recent warning is
well known: “The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men to do nothing”, Plato earlier
expressed a similar sentiment: “The price good men pay
for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled by evil

”

men-.

Lawyers have always been at the forefront of the
defence of democracy and human rights. Some have
provided fine leadership for the long-term betterment of
their nations, indeed humanity, such as Abraham
Lincoln, Mohandas Gandhi, Nelson Mandela and Gough
Whitlam. Some, like Gandhi and Mandela, were
imprisoned for principle; others like Lincoln paid with
their lives.

Not all lawyers will aspire to high public office. Fortunately, in the depths of despair there is the positive
realisation that individuals can make a difference; standing up to the rich and powerful and making a
difference for justice: “What is done cannot be undone, but one can prevent it happening again” (Anne
Frank); “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world."
(Margaret Mead); “One person .. can make a difference..” (Elie Wiesel); “When the whole world is silent,
even one voice becomes powerful” (Malala Yousafzai); “.. Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts
to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and .....
those ripples build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance”
(Robert F Kennedy, 1966).
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| need no citations to declare that the rule of law is an empty ideal if there is no access to justice. On a
micro level, “The law, in its majestic equality, forbids the rich as well as the poor to sleep under bridges, to
beg in the streets, and to steal bread” (Anatole France, 1894). On the macro level, true equality before the
law is intrinsic to a functioning democracy and requires properly funded legal services (“Taxes are what we
pay for civilized society” Compania General de Tabacos de Filipinas v Collector of Internal Revenue 275 US
87 (1927), 100 per Holmes J).

Alumni

Then there are also the grassroots contributions of individuals, and | am proud to know three UQ law
graduates who have made a real impact there. Noel Nunan was a central figure in establishing in 1976
what became known as the Caxton Legal Centre, the first community legal centre in Queensland, and was
instrumental in establishing others. He was eventually appointed a magistrate.

From its inception, Caxton had to fend off hurdles and challenges from Queensland legal institutions and it
did so successfully. It saw itself, beyond its vital role in assisting individuals (where it also led with utilising
the skills of social workers), in the bigger picture, as a “catalyst for change”. It also appreciated the
importance of education and published a Legal Resources Handbook (Queensland), coedited by Nunan.

Elizabeth Shearer had worked many years with the Queensland Legal Aid Office and in private practice
(including setting up “Affording Justice”). She has applied her grassroots lived experience in peak bodies;
including as President of the Queensland Law Society, Executive Director of the Law Council of Australia;
and as a member of peak bodies’ Access to Justice/Pro Bono Law Committees.

Monica Taylor was a long-time director of the UQ Pro Bono Centre, which gives opportunities to students
to appreciate social need, to assist others in accessing justice and to forge connections in the law and
beyond. From there, via a stint with Queensland Council of Social Services, she is now professionally
focused on the challenge of climate change.

All three have utilised their legal, intellectual and emotional intelligence skills to better serve their
community and broader society. Many other fellow UQ law graduates have made diverse contributions to
the greater good — with the thread to minimise future human problems through holistically focused
education, prevention and early intervention programs.

Right: Monica Taylor and Eugene White
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Giving back

The fictional Star Wars Jedi Master Yoda rightly warned: “fear leads to anger, anger leads to hate, hate
leads to suffering” and Mandela declared: “No one is born hating another person ... People must learn to
hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love”. As UQ law alumni, we appreciate education.
However, that goes beyond vocation aimed at a good income and status.

Lawyers have a special role in national institutions, society and the community. Loftily, Lincoln said
education is “the most important subject which we as a people may be engaged in”; while Mandela
considered “education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” At a
grassroots level, Victor Hugo noted: “He who opens a school door, closes a prison”. The work my three
UQLA colleagues have undertaken attests to the importance of education as part of lawyers’ contributions
to society.

For this reason, always unimpressed with the Priestley 11 concept of the strict compulsory core subjects
focused on legal admission, | urge continuous ethics infusion in all subjects and making compulsory some
study in family and poverty law; ancillary classes in technology, human rights, personal reliance; Australian
Indigenous and multicultural issues; and legal history, to provide a fuller picture of the world in which law is
practised — and the human impact.

Over time, | have become ever more conscious of gratitude and the moral obligation to “give back”. | am
especially pleased to have been engaged in community legal education, particularly with school and
university students; plus more direct mentoring. In often recalling what | learned from Geoffrey Fynes-
Clinton as an articled clerk (or as my long deceased master preferred, his “sorcerer’s apprentice”), | am also
conscious of mortality: “Blessed is he who plants trees under whose shade he will never sit” (attributed
diversely including by Cicero to Roman poet Caecilius Statius).

Long after previously volunteering at Caxton, for the last 15 years | found my niche employed with the
Brisbane North Community Legal Service, Nundah. That role has been morally satisfying, intellectually
stimulating, politically engaging and socially pleasant; on occasions professionally challenging - leaving
me with a heightened appreciation of ongoing injustices. Two decades on, the essence of my September
2000 Lawyer's Weekly essay remains the same: “Beyond issues of the profession, politics, business and
solicitors' self-interest there is the exceedingly important responsibility of solicitors in maintaining the rule
of law. Law reform and removing injustices should be positive contributions by solicitors personally and
the Law Society communally... | have no regrets about becoming a solicitor knowing that | have helped
many individuals, ... and contributed my legal skills to the community at large.”

e ———

” Elizabeth Shearer
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Her Honour Judge Pauline David, District Court of New
South Wales, graduated in law from UQ in 1988, after
having obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree (majoring in
politics and journalism) from UQ in 1985.

Since that time, she has had an interesting, varied and
challenging career in the law, which has taken her
around the world and has continued in a new direction
with her appointment to the District Court of NSW on 1
August 2022.

Judge David was first admitted to practice in
Queensland in 1989. She first practised as a solicitor
in private practice on the Gold Coast, specialising in
criminal law, until 1994 when she was appointed as a
Principal Legal Officer with the then Criminal Justice
Commission in Brisbane. In 1997 she moved to
Sydney as a solicitor with the National Crime
Authority. From 2000 to 2005 she was a solicitor and
advocate with the NSW Legal Aid Commission.

In 2005 she received a Master of Laws (Criminal &
International Law) from the University of Sydney.

Judge David was called to the Bar in Sydney 2007, and
until her appointment, specialised in criminal law,
appearing as counsel in a wide range of criminal
cases of varying complexity and seriousness and in
many high-profile cases including, more recently, R v
Dawson [2022] NSWSC 1131. As counsel, Ms David
(as her Honour then was) developed specialist
expertise in medical defence. She appeared as lead
defence counsel in the defence of a medical specialist
in the significant, lengthy and complex trial of R v
Coleman NSWDC 2017-18, a case where the jury was
empanelled for over a year.
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Alumni Profile

Judge Pauline David

Bachelor of Arts (1985)
Bachelor of Laws (Hons) (1988)

Judge of the District Court of New South Wales

Judge David is an esteemed graduate of the
University of Queensland Law School, having
graduated her Arts degree in 1985 and a Bachelor of
Laws in 1988.

Her Honour was interviewed by UQ law alumna
Catherine Morgan.

She also had an interest in, and expertise in, mental
health law, and from 2016 to 2019 was a part-time
member of the Mental Health Review Tribunal.

She also tutored and lectured in Australian Political
Institutions, Evidence and Anti-Money Laundering
and Proceeds of Crime; Australian and International
Laws at UQ, QUT, and UTS.

In addition, from 2001 onwards she was regularly
engaged as a consultant legal advisor by the
Australian, British, and French Governments, the
Asian Development Bank, World Bank and Council
of Europe to advise and support international law
and justice development initiatives in Asia, Africa
and elsewhere. She specialised in the area of
transnational crime and in particular anti-money
laundering, counter-terrorism financing and human
trafficking. She has worked extensively in other
countries for over 22 years including in Bangladesh,
Cambodia, Georgia, Ghana, Indonesia, Laos, Liberia,
Malaysia, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New
Guinea, the Philippines, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Thailand, The Gambia, Uganda and all ASEAN and
ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African
States) countries. Aspects of this work included
international co-operation (mutual assistance,
extradition, and asset recovery) and involved close
engagement with judges, lawyers, police and other
officials in key departments, including Financial
Intelligence Units, Justice Departments, National
Security and Counter Terrorism Agencies, Central
Banks, police services, prosecution services,
regulators and other enforcement agencies.

Images: Supplied by her Honour and Catherine Morgan.




To paraphrase the statement of the NSW Attorney General
announcing her appointment, Judge David is a highly skilled
practitioner who has dedicated her career to the service of
the law and the pursuit of just outcomes and will continue
to draw on the considerable skill, experience and knowledge
she has gained as a lawyer for the benefit of the court and
the community.

By way of disclosure, Judge David and | have remained
friends since our days at UQ, and | asked her to reflect on
her time at UQ (including the late nights we spent poring
over our handwritten notes and past exam questions to
prepare for those 3-hour marathon exams the next
morning).

What is your most vivid memory of your years as a law
student at UQ?

The criminal law lecturer telling us in the first lecture that in
our system of criminal justice, “it is better 100 guilty
Persons should escape [conviction] than that one innocent
Person should suffer", based upon the maxim originally
expressed by English jurist William Blackstone
(Commentaries on the Laws of England, published in the
1760s).

| have never lost sight of the horror of an innocent person
being wrongfully convicted, and the importance of the
presumption of innocence.

| have always felt passionate about criminal justice and
have been fortunate to have had the opportunity to work
closely with committed lawyers, judges and others in
Australia and in many other regions and countries.

When you see jacaranda trees blooming, do you experience
something akin to PTSD?

Yes! | think of those 3-hour law exams which comprised
100% of the subject mark! | remember well how we worked
through every subject in the lead up to the exams - it was a
great way to study — exam time was so intense especially
when there were back-to-back marathon exams!
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What influenced you to embark upon the study of law in
the first place?

| travelled and moved a lot growing up as my father was
in the Royal Australian Navy. | lived in several Australian
states, in England and also Papua New Guinea, including
many years on Manus lIsland, a place | loved but
unfortunately a place which has a very different image
today. | met people from all walks of life. Justice, equality
and the dignity of every human being became important
to me.

| also observed inspirational nuns, priests and others,
committed to social justice and the service of others,
working tirelessly to ensure equality of education and
opportunity for all. These were powerful messages.

What aspect of your time at university had the most
impact upon your life and career in the law?

UQ changed the course of my life. | valued greatly the
opportunity to study at university. | previously qualified as
a nurse, after leaving school early, not wanting to move
schools yet again. Then, with a 4-month-old baby, |
embarked upon further study to become a lawyer! It has
been quite a journey, and a challenging one at times.
However, | have never failed to appreciate what a
privilege it is to practice law.

| was inspired by several very good UQ law, government
and journalism lecturers. | am glad | attended a university
which adhered to high standards and a rigorous
assessment process, notwithstanding the terror of the
marathon 100% exam!

I remember well the first conversation | had with you
Catherineg, in the UQ refectory all those years ago. | am so
grateful for my time at UQ, and the enduring friendships |
made there.




Honorary
Doctorates

On 15 December 2022, two distinguished UQ Law School
alumni were honoured with honorary doctorates.

The Hon Anthe Philippides SC had conferred on her a
DUniv honoris causa, in recognition of her longstanding
achievements, contributions and commitments to the
Australian judicial system and advocacy for arts and
education, especially for First Nations students.

The UQLA'’s President, John McKenna KC, had conferred
on him a LLD honoris causa, in recognition of his
longstanding  achievements,  contributions  and
commitments to the legal profession.

On behalf of our alumni community, we congratulate
both of these distinguished alumni on this richly
deserved honour. In this edition of Nota Bene, we are
pleased to be able to feature the address delivered by
John McKenna KC on this occasion.

Chancellor, Members of the University Senate, Vice-
Chancellor, Valedictorian, Distinguished Guests and
most importantly Graduates, | am so pleased to be here
with you tonight to celebrate your graduation.

It was during Orientation Week, in your first year, that |
had the pleasure of meeting a great many of you for the
first time. And since then, | have joined most of our
alumni community in thinking of you, each June and
November, as you faced the stress and challenges of
each examination period.

To outsiders, it may seem a little surprising that the
alumni of our Law School - old and new, across
Australia and across the world - would all find
themselves thinking of their Law School and its students
every year, with the approach of winter and again as
jacarandas come into bloom.

Psychologists might see this as a symptom of some
kind of mass trauma. But | would prefer to think of it as
a sign of how important our Law School experience was
to all of us. Whether we were students in the 1940s, the
1980s, or the 2020s, the first really significant decision
any of us made was to choose to study law - and the
choice we all made was to undertake these studies
within the traditions of this wonderful, beautiful and
quite demanding place.
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Traditions
In the broader scheme of things, the traditions of our
Law School are relatively recent in origin. After all, the
very first graduation ceremony for the Law School only
took place just before the Second World War — on 29
April 1938.

On that day, there was a graduating class of only three
students - including the Law School's very first
graduate, Miss Una Bick. And for the next 30 years, the
Law School remained quite small - with each
graduating class rarely numbering more than 30.

For those of us who commenced our studies in the late
1970s, we had the privilege of meeting and getting to
know some of these early graduates. In my case, the
early graduate | knew best was Mr Justice Sheahan,
who graduated in a class of five students in 1941. In
the Judge’s case, there was a small complication with
his graduation - as he failed the very last subject
required for his law degree. So instead of enjoying his
final days before leaving for war service, he was
obliged to study for a supplementary examination in
private international law.

His story had a particular poignancy for me and my
contemporaries, as we discovered that the lecturer who
failed the young Charles Sheahan in 1941 was
Professor Edward Sykes — who was still teaching us in
the 1980s — and who had in no way mellowed with the
passage of time.



From my perspective, these first 30 years of the Law
School are of some significance, as they seem to have
established the culture and tradition which continues to
this day. | see this culture as being based upon five key
elements.

Gratitude
The first element | would describe as a sense of
gratitude.

There is no doubt how grateful the earliest law
students were to have the opportunity for a university
education — and how determined they were to make
the most of their opportunity.

At the time, there was only one university in
Queensland - and its admission numbers were quite
limited.

And for most students of the 1940s, they were just
grateful to have survived six years of war — much less
to have the luxury of time to read, to think and to study
a discipline of their choice.

In the modern era, of course, our expectations are very
different and a university education is not the luxury it
once was.

But my sense is that UQ law students — drawn, as you
are, from all parts of the State and from a wide variety
of backgrounds - are not taking any of their
opportunities for granted.

In fact, we can see from your collective achievements
— both academically and in the many co-curricular
activities of the Law School — that you are bringing the
same level of enthusiasm and commitment to your
studies as any previous generation.

Collegiality
The second element of the Law School’s culture is its
collegiality.

In the early days of the Law School, it was easy to build
strong friendships within a class of only five or 35. But
even when the class size grew to over 200, as it did in
the 1980s, this spirit of collegiality continued to
flourish.

Law students chose to study and socialise together on
campus because of their mutual interests, the mutual
support available to each other in difficult times, and
the strong personal friendships which quickly arose.
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This culture was promoted by the physical layout of the
Law School, centred as it is upon a wonderful law
library — with staff and lecture rooms all nearby.

Sadly, in many universities, a similar spirit of collegiality
has not survived recent events. With lectures and
course materials now being readily available online -
and with the experience of enforced isolation due to
COVID - it has been all too easy for staff and students
to permanently abandon life on campus.

Happily, that has not been our experience. The culture
of collegiality, which is so fundamental to the ethos of
the Law School and the quality of the education it
provides, has survived — with a Law Library which
continues to be filled with familiar faces.

Excellence
The third element | would mention is a desire for
excellence.

When we look back at the early graduating classes of
this Law School, it is something of a surprise to see
how few first-class degrees were awarded. They were
awarded to Sir Harry Gibbs, Sir Walter Campbell,
Justices Bill Pincus and Glen Williams — and very few
others.

Even in the 1980s, when constitutional law was taught
by Professors Lumb and Ryan, there were many years
when no student’s paper was considered worthy of a
High Distinction.

This rather tough approach reflected the long-standing
object of this Law School — which was to produce
graduates of the highest standard, who were properly
equipped to deal with matters of the most challenging
kind.

Whilst the strictness of this approach may have
moderated, this standard of excellence — in the work of
both the academic staff and students — remains one of
the defining characteristics of this Law School. For
those sitting exams, these standards may be daunting.
But as graduates of this Law School, you now hold a
degree which is justly recognised, across the common
law world, as being of international standing.

Relationship With Legal Community

The fourth element of the Law School's culture
concerns its relationship with the wider legal
community.
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During its first 30 years, the Law School only had
between one and six full time academic staff. This was
only possible because the Law School did not see itself
as an institution which was isolated from legal practice,
but rather as one which was intimately connected into
the work of the courts and the profession.

As a result, the teaching load was spread over a large
cohort of supplementary staff of Judges and practising
lawyers, who conducted classes in their chambers or
offices.

This staff was of the highest calibre, included four
future Chief Justices of Queensland. Through this
approach, a close relationship was founded from the
outset between the Law School, the Judges and the
profession.

And despite occasional setbacks, this relationship has
continued to flourish — to the benefit of the legal
system as a whole.

It has resulted in leading members of the Law School’s
academic staff being appointed to judicial office -
including Justices Bruce McPherson, Paul Finn, Kevin
Ryan, Margaret White and more recently Sarah
Derrington.

It has also resulted in key members of the profession
contributing to the Law School’s academic programme
- through formal teaching and writing, as well as
through the mooting and other co-curricular
programmes.

Connection with Alumni

Which leads me to the final element of Law School’s
culture, which is the enduring connection which exists
with its alumni community.

No doubt there are some of our graduates who regard
their relationship with the University as simply
transactional — and so a relationship which simply
comes to an end at the point of their graduation.

But in my experience, that has never been the norm.
For most graduates, their relationship with the Law
School is one of enduring importance.

In part, it is built upon the personal relationships which
exist between each graduate and their circle of friends
and mentors from Law School.

It is also an expanding relationship, as we continue to
come across others from the alumni community with
whom we find a sense of rapport.

But more fundamentally it is a feeling of gratitude and
respect for the Law School as an institution — and our
wish, as graduates, to help it maintain its standards,
values, culture and traditions into the future.

Conclusion

Your group has all already played an important part in
maintaining these standards and traditions by your
efforts and achievements to date.

| thank you all for this important contribution and wish
you well for your future.

John McKenna KC

President | University of Queensland
Alumni Association
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UQLA Events

In 2023 the UQLA was pleased to be able to once again invite its members to several networking
and social events.

Fifth and Sixth Annual UQLA Breakfasts -
2022 and 2023

Under the leadership of UQLA director Georgina Morgan,
the UQLA hosted its Fifth and Sixth Annual UQLA
Breakfasts in 2022 and 2023.

The UQLA was delighted to have the CEO of Tritium, Jane
Hunter, as our guest speaker for 2022 breakfast. Over a
delicious breakfast at the Brisbane Club, UQLA Members
heard of Ms Hunter's memories of attending university and
of UQ Law, and enjoyed hearing her stories from working at
the High Court of Australia. Our members had the rare
opportunity to hear of the exciting details of Ms Hunter's
work at Tritium, including meeting the President of the
United States.

For the 2023 breakfast, the UQLA had the privilege of
having novelist and lawyer Joanna Jenkins as guest
speaker. Joanna provided an engaging and entertaining
address reflecting on her time at UQ and her transition
from commercial law to professional writing. Joanna's
address is featured later in this edition of Nota Bene.

Sixth Annual Pat Donovan Dinner — August 2023

For several years now, the UQLA has organised a dinner to
farewell UQ law alumni who are preparing to embark upon
postgraduate study overseas — and to offer those alumni
some advice from those who have previously undertaken
such a course of study in previous years. The dinner is
named in honour of Francis Patrick (Pat) Donovan (1922-
2012), the first UQ law graduate to take this path. He
graduated from the University of Queensland in 1946 with a
Bachelor of Laws and became the Law School’s first
Rhodes Scholar (Oxford).

In 2023, our the UQ law alumni leaving for overseas study
who were able to attend were: Susanna Connolly
(Cambridge), Edward Watson (Cambridge), Jessica
Downing-lde (Cambridge), Angus Fraser (Cambridge), Dale
Buckley (Cambridge), Milana Masters (UCL) and Priam
Rangiah (Oxford).
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The Macrossan Lecture 2023

On 30 March 2023, the Macrossan Lectures were relaunched with a lecture by the Hon Hugh Fraser KC in the
Banco Court of the Supreme Court in Brisbane.

The lecture series was named in honour of John Murtagh Macrossan (1833-91), a Queensland Parliamentarian
who died whilst representing Queensland, with Sir Samuel Griffith, at the 1891 federation convention in Sydney.
Four of his children became practising lawyers, including two Chief Justices of Queensland. One of these sons
(Neal Macrossan), with his father-in-law TC Beirne, became instrumental in the establishment of the Law School
at the University of Queensland.

In 1925, the Macrossan family founded this lecture series with a substantial donation to the University of
Queensland. This foundation supported a series of annual lectures from 1928 to 1993, with many lectures being
given by notable legal figures (including Latham CJ, Evatt J and Windeyer J of the High Court of Australia).

Hugh Fraser KC is not only a distinguished former member of the Queensland Court of Appeal and UQ Law
Alumnus, but is also a grandson of Chief Justice Neal Macrossan. He was thus the obvious choice of speaker to
relaunch this lecture series. The evening was also an occasion for the wider Macrossan and Fraser family to
attend, in numbers, to show their support.

The lecture was intriguingly entitled “How to Interpret a Generally Expressed Constitutional Guarantee: The
example of the Tasmanian Lobster Case”. The focus of the lecture was upon the chequered history of attempts
to construe the generally-expressed language of section 92 of the Constitution (freedom of interstate trade and
commerce), culminating in the decision in Cole v Whitfield (1988) 165 CLR 360.

At a time when public interest was again turning to the Australian Constitution, in adv