
UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND LAW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  

MINUTES OF SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT MOOT COURT, TC BEIRNE SCHOOL OF LAW 

27 NOVEMBER 2018 

Present:  Margaret Brown  

   Michelle Delport 

   Kathryn Finlayson 

   John McKenna QC (President) 

   Shane Montgomery 

   Georgina Morgan  

   Professor Patrick Parkinson (Dean of the Law School) 

James Rigby 

Eugene White 

 

Apologies:  Florence Chen 

   Randal Dennings 

   Luke Furness 

Bianca Kabel 

   Dr Jeff Mann 

   Samuel Walpole 

   Greg Vickery 

   Margaret Wilson 

 

 

The meeting was opened by the President at 5:30pm. 

 

Annual Report and Financial Statement 

The President tabled the Second Annual Report and the Financial Report for the period ending 

30 June 2017.    

Resolved that the First Annual Report and the Financial Report be adopted. 

Election of Directors 

Resolved that the following eight candidates be elected to fill the eleven vacancies on the Board: 

• Kathryn Finlayson 

• Christian Jennings 

• Bianca Kabel 

• Jeff Mann 

• John McKenna 



• Shane Montgomery 

• Georgina Morgan 

• James Rigby 

 

General Business 

The need for UQLA assistance in funding the Law School’s scholarship programme was 

discussed. 

The Dean explained that the students wishing to undertake legal studies at UQ were drawn from 

a very wide range of backgrounds - with many in need of financial assistance to allow them to 

properly focus on their university studies. 

The existing programme of LEAD scholarships provided generous support ($8000 pa) for a 

group of about 17 students for the duration of their studies (subject to some conditions).  

However, these scholarships: (a) were limited in number; and (b) were limited in availability to 

school leavers who had attended a State High School.   There was a real need for a second tier 

of scholarships which were more generally available to those with a demonstrated financial need.  

The students in need of support included those who came from regional Queensland (and so 

were obliged to live away from home), those students who attended private secondary schools 

on needs-based scholarship, and the substantial number of students who transferred to Law 

because of their university achievements in other courses. 

The Dean estimated that the range of students in financial need is likely to exceed 5% of the 

undergraduate student cohort of about 1000-1200 (viz 50-60 students).   The Dean indicated that 

an annual scholarship of even $3000 for these students would be of great assistance. 

The consensus of the meeting was that the UQLA should offer its strong support to this 

scholarship programme. 

The range of UQLA events to be offered in 2019 was discussed. 

The consensus of the meeting was that the inaugural professional breakfast was a great 

success, in large part because of the venue (Brisbane Club), the nature of the event (breakfast 

meeting) and the choice of speaker (Justice Keane).  It was suggested that two such breakfasts 

should be arranged during the year, with each timed to allow the Association to welcome the new 

graduates.   It was also suggested that one or more of the scholarship recipients be invited to the 

breakfasts, to allow the alumni to learn more about the benefits of the scholarship programme.  

There was also support for a larger cocktail party function, with a guest speaker.  

The Association’s plans to expand its membership base were discussed. 

The Law School was proposing to assist by encouraging all graduating students to join the 

UQLA.    

The consensus of the meeting was that the UQLA should seek to identify key alumni, in a wide 

range of work environments, who could take on the role of encouraging workmates to join the 



Association.  A boost in membership numbers will be critical to the raising of scholarship monies 

and to the expansion of events.    

The President thanked members for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 

6:45pm. 

 

_____________ 

Chairman 

 


